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Healing and Unity through Christ 

The Gospel today begins with a powerful message that is very much 

needed for these times, that Jesus fulfils everything. When the people 

looked at Jesus, they could find only unpromising situations connected 

to his life. But they were completely wrong, and Jesus proved and 

continues to prove that it is He who fulfills; He fulfils all our aspirations 

and prayers.  

More than ever, in this time of crisis in the Church we need such an 

assurance from Jesus to heal our troubled minds. I have been praying 

constantly about this painful situation, where the clergy – my brothers 

– abused young people in their care. Trust is shattered! Great harm has 

been done!  I see anger, confusion, pain, and frustration on every face 

around me. I asked Jesus, why so much pain, why so much suffering, 

why so much enthusiasm in the media to tarnish the face of the 

Church?  Jesus gave me a reply; he told me that the faithful are right to 

show their anger.  Jesus also is angry, and very sad, but he said the 

saddest day would be when Priests and Bishops fall, and the faithful 



remain silent, and the media ignores it; that will be the darkest day for 

the Church.  The anger of the faithful means they still have great 

expectation of you. They still love the clergy. It is not hate, but greater 

demand and greater expectation. 

Dear friends, like all of you, I too was angry when I heard all these 

stories of clergy abuse. I was angry with Jesus, and I asked him, “why 

did you allow these men, my brother priests, to shatter the image of 

the Church? They abused your holy ones.” Then Jesus showed me the 

real image of the priesthood. That beautiful image of priests at work 

healing the world through their ministry; he showed me a huge 

multitude of priests, clergy, consecrated men and women, continuously 

offering penance and prayers for the forgiveness of the sins of the world.  

It is the devil’s work to divide the Church & to break the unity within the 

Church. And it is the duty of Jesus to continuously renew it and purify 

it. Remember, the Church is holy because Christ is Holy, and He is the 

head of the Church.  

From my personal life; my mother gives me the image of a constantly 

praying person. She always finds time to pray. She has four children, 

and I am the only priest in the family. She always prays for me and not 

so much for her other children. She has her own reason to offer special 



prayers for me. And she says, ”When I am alive, it is my duty to protect 

my son from every evil with my constant prayers.” I firmly believe that 

it is my mother’s prayer that keeps me a worthy servant of the altar.  

It is one woman’s prayer; so effective to protect a priest - her son - 

from everything that is evil. That makes me think greatly about our 

Prince of Peace Catholic Community. Ten thousand families! Almost 

40,000 individuals! If everyone offered this daily prayer for the clergy, 

“as long as I am alive, let no clergy go astray from the path of holiness,” 

then you will change the world for the next generation. You have the 

power to heal the wounds of the whole Church. You have the power 

to protect every future priest from the clutches of dark forces. I 

strongly believe the future Church is your gift to Christ.  

With all our good intentions to heal the Church, we also need to 

remember those whose lives are damaged by their abusers. We must 

pray unceasingly for their healing and engage with them in this process 

whenever possible. 

Above all, let us trust in the slow work of God. We are naturally 

impatient for answers and action and relief; but St. Paul reminds us, 

Love is patient. Healing for the victims, for ourselves, and for the 

Church will be a slow process; and for some, it may be incomplete.  Let 



us give Our Lord the benefit of believing that His hand is at work, 

leading us every moment.  

Let us also shake the dust of our doubts and look to the goodness in 

us, together as one community. Remember, the Church is Holy because 

Christ is Holy. Christ sanctifies the Church every moment.  If we spend 

too much time dwelling on sin, we become like pillars of salt as 

happened to Lot’s wife in the Old Testament. The need of the hour is to 

move forward with greater hope and trust in the Lord. Our Savior, Jesus 

Christ, walks ahead of us and we must strive to keep up. Let us move 

together, be healed and remain one in Christ. Jesus being our head, we 

will continue to march forward as One Church, One Community - 

healing ourselves and the world.  


