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Dear POP Folks,
A contemporary spiritual writer once warned that God is like a moving train and 
that the best we can hope for is to hold on tight. The Bible devotes the whole 
book of the Song of Songs to God as the energetic Lover, seeking his beloved.

The great spiritual teachers Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross, Therese of Lisieux, 
and others tell us that we – you and I – are the beloved. God is absolutely in love 
with us, and his chosen occupation, 24/7/365, is pursuing us and pouring out 
that love into our lives.

These past 12 months have been the most intense and demanding that I have 
experienced in my 37 years of priesthood. The greatest gift has perhaps been 
the ordination of three of our own members to the Order of Deacon…and their 
subsequent assignment to service here at Prince of Peace. Deacons Tim, John, 
and Kenneth, along with their wives, are living signs of the absolute love of God for 
us. At their ordination, they prostrated on the floor before the altar and surrendered 
themselves to the Father and to us. We are blessed, and we are loved!

The arrival of Father Eurel, freshly up from the ordination prostration himself, brought us a host of gifts: his kindness, 
his prayerfulness, and his beautiful voice, which is among the greatest.

In January, with fear and trepidation, I invited you, the community of faith, to face the reality of our over-crowded 
worship space. We had become like a family with 12 children living in a two bedroom/one bath house. Our options 
were to build an expensive new church or to expand our present structure. You stepped up to the plate with over 
$6.2 million in pledges. Your love for God and God’s love for this faith family became powerfully evident in yet another 
new way.

On Mothers’ Day, we moved from the church to the Mary Chapel and expanded gym – now the Community Worship 
Center. The schedule shifted from nine to 13 weekend Masses, and we began welcoming many gifted priests who 
came to preside at liturgy and to preach. In this we found new blessings, including learning to enjoy the temporary 
worship space!

All of these events form a great container in which the grace and mercy of God are poured out in our midst. The 
building and shifting and organizing only have meaning when they serve the Kingdom of God on earth. We have 
grown in numbers as new members move in and others embrace our beautiful Catholic faith. More importantly, 
we have grown in holiness, in individual prayer lives, frequency of the sacraments, study of the Bible, and living the 
Gospel call to serve those most in need.

This time of the annual report traditionally centers on contributions and budgets. Many of you have been extraordinarily 
generous to God. Many others, struggling with unemployment, diminished income, or the added responsibility of 
new children or aging parents, have had less to give. I have visited with many of you who have sacrificed from limited 
incomes and given lavishly in prayer and in service.

Our contributions, our buildings, and our services mean nothing if they are not serving the Kingdom of God and 
bringing EACH OF US to lives of more profound holiness.

As we celebrate our 40th anniversary this year, we continue to faithfully celebrate the Presence of Jesus Christ 
among us, especially in the Eucharist. And we continue to prayerfully gaze on the face of the Crucified One on the 
crucifix that has graced our sanctuary for four decades.

In the Eucharist, on the Cross, and in those seated around us at worship, the face of Jesus Christ is always present.

And he looks on us, his beloved, with indescribable love (II Corinthians 9:15).

Father John Keller
Fourth Pastor of Prince of Peace
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Finance Council Letter
To our Prince of Peace Community:

As we celebrate the 40th anniversary of our parish this year, your generosity and support continues to grow with 
the needs of our church and our community. This annual report reflects the prayers, financial resources, talents, and 
time you have given this year. Please remember as you read and reflect on the report:  Your support makes possible 
everything Prince of Peace community does.

The economy continues to challenge the nation and everyone in our parish. As the parishioners of Prince of Peace 
have always done, they met the challenges of the year and kept their church and prayer life in the foreground. In 
addition to making 99% of the weekly budget for 2011, parishioners donated above and beyond to many special 
collections. An additional $30,000 was donated for St. Mary’s Seminary; $28,000 for the visiting missionaries; and 
$13,000 for Catholic Relief Services. When reading this financial report, please note that the costs for each ministry 
are reported net of the revenues the ministry receives directly (fees, gifts, etc.). In the last year, over $500,000 of 
direct donations were made to the ministries. The most noteworthy example is our Outreach Ministry, which reflects 
$25,000 net cost for the past fiscal year; a result of receiving $226,000 of direct support to offset much of the 
ministry’s gross costs of $251,000.

For the coming year, the decision was made to keep the weekly offerings budget consistent with last year. 
Once the expansion is complete, we expect higher utilities and operating expenses; however, the parish staff 
is working to manage the expenses and operate the parish under the tighter balanced budget. As we have 
done in the past, included in the budget are continued long-term financial stability efforts to reduce debt while 
maintaining adequate reserves. 

At the beginning of 2011, the parish began the next phase of the capital campaign. Parishioners met in over 42 
meetings to hear the plans for the expansion of the church, audio/visual upgrades, safety upgrades, an updated 
pavilion, a new entrance to the Main Church, and much more. Everyone was asked to determine his or her giving 
level to target the $5,500,000 budget. Over 1,450 Prince of Peace families pledged $6,200,000. Construction 
has begun and we plan to be back in the church in November. We hope for a successful follow up and collection 
of the pledges.

Thank you for your generosity and continued stewardship. We look forward to another successful and exciting year.

Prince of Peace
Finance Council

P.S. Please remember the parish now has several options to make paperless contributions via automatic funds 
transfers and credit card contributions. If you are interested in taking advantage of these green ways to contribute, 
please e-mail Lilia Berkley at lberkley@pophouston.org  or call the parish office at (281) 469-2686.
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Weekly Offerings 94%

Holy Days Offerings 5%

Other Revenue 1%

Parish Administration 17%

Ministries 19%

Pastoral General 10%

Debt Service 15%

Plant Operations 27%

Diocesan Obligations 12%

Uses of Funds Budgeted for Fiscal Year 2012
Total $4.1 million

Sources of Funds Budgeted for Fiscal Year 2012
Total $4.15 million

 6/30/11 6/30/12  
 Actual Budget

Revenue  

Sunday/Holy Day Offering $4,060 $4,057

Other Revenue          9       12

Total Revenue   4,069  4,069

Parish Operations  

Plant Operations/Maintenance 1,185 1,114

Parish Administration     661     652

Pastoral General      366     395

Total Parish Operations  2,212  2,161

  

Ministries (net of direct revenues)  

Faith Formation 129 160

Worship 275 273

Youth   143 152

Outreach   25 43

Pastoral Care   16   11

Community Life   60   70

Total Ministries 648 709

Building Debt Service 600 600

Diocesan/Other Obligations 

Capital Renewal 120 120

Cathedraticum 391 401

Resurrection Church/Schools 79 78

Total Diocesan/Other 590 599

Total Expenditures 4,050 4,069

Net Cash Flow 19 0

Recorded Special Gifts 2010-2011  

Diocesan Service Fund $387,000 

St. Mary’s Seminary   30,000 

Missionary Appeal   28,000 

Other Appeals (14)   70,000 

Total Special Gifts $515,000 

Parish Operations
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2012

Sources and Dispositions of Funds 
(in thousands)
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Worship Ministry
Through Eucharist, we become the person of Christ

Prince of Peace has offered sacred and inspirational liturgies to our English and 
Spanish-speaking faith community at nine regularly-scheduled weekend Masses, 
10 daily Masses, a monthly healing Mass, and other liturgical and Sacramental 
celebrations held throughout the year. With the expansion of the Main Church 
beginning May 2011, we added four weekend Masses, which were held 
simultaneously in the Community Worship Center and Mary Chapel. As a result, we 
were able to serve more than 650,000 faithful who came to worship during the year.

Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we welcomed 469 people into the Church, 
including 428 infants, 35 children, and six adults. More than 800 children received 
the Sacrament of First Eucharist. Additional sacramental celebrations included 71 
marriages, 67 funerals, and three Communal reconciliation services with 23 priests 
present as confessors at one of the services.

Cultural-specific liturgies served more than 1,600 people during the year, including the Immaculate Conception, Simbang Gabi, Salubong, 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe Masses. We welcomed increased participation by our deacons in formation and seminarians at these liturgies, 
as well as an additional 150 liturgical ministers that came forward to help serve the faithful.

The Worship Ministry also had a new initiative to prepare for the launch of the revised Roman Missal in Advent of this Liturgical Year. A Parish 
Implementation Team was formed, and a series of two-part workshops were introduced to communicate the revisions to parishioners 
during the summer months, and will continue in the weekly bulletin.

- By Deacon Fred Dinges, Director, Worship Ministry

Faith Formation Ministry
Forming our Faith – A Family Album 

“The children of Prince of Peace are Christ present to me. As I watched the bright 
faces of the children gathered to sing and pray, I couldn’t help but think of the blessing 
they are to all of us, what joy they bring to our community, and how much they are a 
witness of Christ to us. Their faith is so genuine.”  -  Faith Formation Volunteer  

Our children are not just the future of the Church—they are the Church present 
in our midst. We, as a faith community, parents, catechists, and parishioners of 
Prince of Peace, are responsible for passing on the faith to “our” children.

We take that responsibility seriously, working to help parents to instill a vibrant and 
active faith through our Faith Formation processes, Sonshine Days, and Vacation 
Bible School. This past year, close to 2,000 youngsters participated in faith formation 
processes, including those who prepared for the Sacraments of First Reconciliation 
and First Eucharist. There were 200 more participants than last year.

“There is a special joy in walking the journey with adults who are seeking to join the Church. They literally glow with the Holy Spirit. Their 
faces as they come out of the waters of new life help each of us who witness this miracle renew our faith. They are Christ in our midst.”  
- RCIA Catechist

In April at the Easter Vigil, Prince of Peace welcomed seven adults in the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist, and 28 
adults made their Profession of Faith and joined in Full Communion with the Catholic Church this year. We also received 35 children in the 
Sacraments of Initiation and seven candidates who professed their faith in the Catholic Church.

“I am always struck by the faith that parents exhibit as they are presenting their children for baptism. Some begin planning the day as soon 
as they know they are expecting. For others, it is an awareness that comes after their child arrives that they have received an incredible 
miracle. The awesome realization that this child is a pure gift from God, and their eagerness to dedicate their child and themselves to 
Christ, is evident in the faces of the families gathered around the font.”   -  Faith Formation Staff Member

This year, the volunteer baptismal catechists prepared over 1,400 parents and Godparents for the Sacrament of Baptism. Four-hundred 
sixty-three infants and young children were received into the Family of God through the waters of baptism at Prince of Peace.

- By Jill McAboy, Director, Faith Formation Ministry
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Outreach Ministry
Offering Christ’s Loving Light 

A Home Saved
A desperate parishioner came in to see me. This person had been sick a long 
time with a very serious illness. Due to the illness, the woman lost customers and 
income, and her family fell behind in its financial responsibilities. Yes, there are 
children in the house. Yes, the father was working. However, this is a two-income 
household just like many of our American homes. The house was in danger 
of foreclosure. The parishioner was already working on a loan modification. 
Along with the modification, the Outreach Ministry stepped up to help the family 
financially, which saved the home from foreclosure. A small light of hope and a 
lot of gratitude ensued.

Providing the Joy of Christmas
Last Christmas, a single mother and her three boys participated in the POP 
Adopt-a-Family program. The POP sponsor family that adopted this single 
mother and her family provided a miracle on Christmas morning. The single 
mother had warned her children that there was not going to be a Christmas for them this year; in the mother’s words, “...we come from 
a broken family and are struggling to survive.” The mother also had told the boys that God would somehow supply all of their needs. As 
this family jointly unwrapped all of the donated Christmas gifts, the boy’s faces lit up with surprise and excitement. The children were so 
moved that they began to cry. Then mom cried. Then they all cried together. They cried for a long time, holding each other. Their tears of 
suffering turned to tears of joy. Everyone enjoyed their gifts and said a prayer of thanks for their wonderful sponsor family. Christ’s loving 
light was present in that room on that Christmas morning. 

Helping to Rebuild a Life
A frightened, lost parishioner came in to the Outreach Ministry because her home had just burned down. It burned down at the same time 
the woman was in the hospital giving birth. Nothing was left. Several Outreach staff members and volunteers started a hunt for household 
items that had been donated by COSTCO and other people. The ministers found a microwave oven, a baby crib, a stroller, and two air 
mattresses. Another Catholic-based ministry, Cypress Assistance Ministry (CAM) in Houston was called, and a voucher for clothing was 
prepared for all members of the family. The parishioner was enrolled in the Gabriel Project at POP, so her emotional and spiritual needs 
were addressed. She also was given information about the American Red Cross, who helps victims of fire with furniture and temporary 
housing. She also was given food from the POP Food Pantry. Fear and sadness turned to hope and relief.

- By Susan Gallagher, Director, Outreach Ministry

Blessed Beginnings Preschool & MDO
Children are the Light of Christ

Blessed Beginnings Preschool & Mother’s Day Out strives to provide every 
child an opportunity to grow in all areas; intellectual, spiritual, emotional, social, 
and physical. Keeping the focus on play and development is important in our 
preschool classes. The children participate in our school rodeo centers each 
year. Dress up playtime is encouraged in all our classrooms.

Last year, we had 170 children attended Blessed Beginnings Preschool & 
Mother’s Day Out classes. Sixty pre-kindergarten children graduated from the 
four-year-old program in May 2011.

All of the teachers are trained in Early Childhood Education and attend 
professional development workshops annually.

Our children, teachers, staff and volunteers are truly examples of the light of 
Christ here at Prince of Peace.

- By Stella Brooks, Director, Blessed Beginnings Preschool & MDO
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Youth Ministry
The Young are the Mystical Body of Christ

“Dear young people, God created us to share in His very own life; He calls us to be His children, living members of 
the mystical Body of Christ…” – Pope John Paul II to Catholic Youth in 2000

Here at Prince of Peace, the youth community is active, dynamic, and thriving. We are a vibrant, visible portion of the 
Body of Christ. Our stories are diverse, but we are one in the Eucharistic Body of Christ.

“Just as Christ is physically present in the Eucharist at Prince of Peace, I believe that the spirit of the Eucharist is 
present in a very extraordinary way in Youth Ministry. Youth Ministry has an amazing ability to transform lives because 
it has the power of community that is solidified by the spiritual communion we share in the Sacrifice of the Eucharist.”  
- Trent Hale, graduate from Cypress Creek High School who has been active in POP’s Youth Ministry for many years

“I have to say that POP Youth Ministry is centered upon and in love with Christ in the Eucharist. For about five 
years, I have been involved in Youth Ministry, and I really think that our greatest joys as a youth group have been 
when we worshipped and adored Christ in the Eucharist together.” 
- Lauren Hebert, long-time Youth Ministry youth leader

Our greatest blessing is having the physical Body of Christ with us. The youth community centers many of its events 
on the Eucharist. The teens adore the Blessed Sacrament together at Prince of Peace regularly in Power Hour (hours 
of Adoration, praise and worship) and we come together in communion for the 5 p.m. Sunday Mass. Furthermore, 
the youth have a presence at almost every Mass from the 7:30 a.m. to the 2 p.m. Spanish Mass, and even at daily 
Masses throughout the summer.

The Blessed Sacrament also is present on many of our retreats. The Challenge Retreat exposes more than 120 teens 
to the miracle of Adoration each spring, and the Eucharist draws them back after retreats as well.

 “This year’s Challenge Retreat was my first experience with Adoration, and it left me speechless. I knew I wanted 
to get closer to Christ and the Church, and when this opportunity of Adoration came up, I felt as if I found what I 
was seeking. I felt closer to my friends, myself, and, most importantly, Christ. It was a life-changing experience.”  
- Victoria Moreno, high school senior

As a group focused on the Eucharist, our life of faith is active in many areas within the church. Sunday night Faith 
Formation sessions catechize the junior-high and high-school students of Prince of Peace during the school year. 
Weekly bible studies draw crowds of 75 or more each Wednesday, providing a mid-week opportunity for teens to 
grow in faith and knowledge of the Church. 

“I got involved after Challenge Retreat this year. Matt’s (Director of Youth Ministry) interesting bible studies made me 
come back!” - Anna Marie Mores, a high school junior who is new to Youth Ministry 

The impact of Youth Ministry is manifesting itself in the teens of Prince of Peace – we are sharing the Body of Christ 
by showing openness to religious vocations and the importance of Catholic community. 

As an example, Lauren Hebert, who will be studying as a college freshman at Ave Maria University in Florida this 
fall, said:  

“Because of Youth Ministry, I have come to realize how very important it is that I am part of a strong Catholic 
community in order to support me in my faith. A large part of my decision to attend a Catholic university has revolved 
around my discernment of a vocation to the religious life, so I will keep myself close to Christ in the Eucharist and 
continue discerning this seriously as I go off to college.”

Trent Hale also has discerned a vocation to the Religious Life. He said, “I am currently a postulant of the Conventual 
Franciscan Friars. I will begin my formation at San Damiano Friary in San Antonio this fall. God has worked through 
my experiences in Youth Ministry to bring me to this point. I can honestly say that if it wasn’t for the support of the 
youth community, I probably would not have persevered through the difficult obstacles that stand in the way of 
genuine discernment.”

Youth Ministry is truly a vibrant community in the Body of Christ at Prince of Peace. Victoria Moreno explains, “There 
is no doubt in my mind and heart that Christ in the Eucharist is present in Youth Ministry. I feel like my first experience 
with Youth Ministry was just a door that led me onto a path of learning more about my own faith. I’ve never been 
more proud to say, ‘I’m Catholic.’” 

- By Annie Salinas, a 12th-grade home-school student active in POP’s Youth Ministry,  
on behalf of the Youth Ministry Staff
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Pastoral Care Ministry
“O Lord, lead us from darkness to Light”

With the support of our Prince of Peace clergy and staff, we 
formed the Ministry for Military Families last fall, which meets 
monthly to find ways to provide spiritual support and comfort in 
a community of the Body of Christ for families with military ties. 
This includes those with loved ones in active duty and those 
with families and friends who are veterans of military service. 
In our spring 2011 service project, we set a goal of packing 
200 care boxes for the military from donations collected during 
POP’s Lenten Brown Bag project. With the support of POP 
parishioners and community friends, we were able to double 
our goal and pack and mail 400 boxes!  We also collected over 
$3,000 for postage and extra supplies and postage to pack 
another 100 boxes. Through POP’s Welcoming Sundays after 
Mass, Blessed Beginnings preschool, and Youth Ministry, we collected homemade letters and cards to include in the 
boxes signed by parishioners of all ages. We also had a banner signed with well wishes for our troops that said, “We 
Have Not Forgotten”, which was sent to a unit in Afghanistan to display in front of the entire battalion so they could 
see the support from our parish family and community. This service project was one way we showed our support 
and honor for our U.S. military service members and veterans who protect our nation’s security and freedom. We 
are excited about this ministry, which is one of the first in the Archdiocese of Galveston Houston, and look forward 
to many more service projects in the future with the help of our generous and dedicated members and parishioners.

- By Mary Davis, co-founder of POP’s Ministry for Military Families

Earlier this year, I was in Jerusalem with a few of our parishioners. On this trip, there was a gentleman who had 
much difficulty negotiating stairs. At the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the stairs going to the second floor were very 
steep and narrow. As the gentleman was struggling to climb the steps with much difficulty, a female member of our 
group casually reached up to this tall, larger-built man and grabbed on to his belt to help him up the stairs. She is a 
physical therapist, and I was touched by the way she easily handled the situation with tact. The sight of this at the 
time reminded me of the hands of Jesus that are always reaching out to us whenever we are struggling in life.

- By Dcn. Al Prescott, Director, Pastoral Care Ministry

Spanish Language Ministry 
At Prince of Peace, the Spanish speaking community is active, 
dynamic, and continuously growing. Although we come from 
diverse traditions and cultures, we are one in the Mystical Body 
of Christ. Back in October,10 couples celebrated the Sacrament 
of Marriage simultaneously during the Group Convalidations. 
On Feb. 2 the “Presentation of the Lord” was celebrated in 
which parishioners were invited to bring their “Baby Jesus” for a 
special blessing during Mass. Other Spanish speaking countries 
celebrate on the same day, “Our lady of the Candelaria” when 
they bring candles to be blessed at Mass. On March 16 and 
17, the Spanish Lenten Mission talk was presented to the 
Community by two priests from the Pontifical Congregation of 
Helpers of Christ the King. Through their mission, God called us 
to embrace life and recognize ourselves as his children. On April 30 and May 1, hundreds of parishioners enjoyed 
our rich diversity both in our customs and spiritualities at the Second International Festival. This has also been a 
blessed year for the Spanish-speaking teenagers for whom the “Juvenis Dei” Group was founded by Fr. Alfonso and 
the Spanish Language Ministry. It is their purpose to help these teenagers to grow to become living beacons that 
enlighten their families, friends, school and parish with God’s Love.

- By Claudia Angulo, Director, Spanish Language Ministry
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Pastoral Council
The Pastoral Council is a consultative group of 12 parishioners discerned by the Holy Spirit to offer advice to the 
pastor. Discernment with all interested and qualified parishioners is held each year in late spring for four council 
positions with a three-year commitment. The council meets monthly or as requested by the pastor. Serving at the 
discretion of the pastor and visible by their distinctive badges, Pastoral Council members accept and sometimes 
solicit opinions and questions from the parishioners on all matters of concern at Prince of Peace. The council also 
works closely with the church staff, Finance Council and Archdiocesan offices.
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Community Life Ministry
Seeing the Joy of the Lord in Others

Christ was present in the kind actions of parishioners one hot 
Sunday morning after Mass when my husband, Jim, stumbled 
and fell in the parking lot on his way to our car. I was hosting a 
farewell reception for our Father Tom in the St. Joseph’s Center, 
so within minutes, a parishioner came to find me, while the 
others immediately helped Jim up off the ground and offered 
a camp chair to sit upon so he could catch his breath. Then, a 
first-aid kit was offered to treat his scrapes, as well as a hat to 
shield Jim from the sun on that very hot afternoon while he was 
treated. Jim wasn’t seriously hurt in the fall, thank goodness!  
A kind friend was able to drive him home where he could cool 
off and rest. Those parishioners who came to his aid that day 
happened to be his fellow 10:45 choir members. I know for a 
fact that they are always ready to lend a helping hand, to whomever, whenever the need arises. I thank them for being 
Christ’s hands that day. Many other examples follow.

“New to Prince of Peace, I was taken aback by the opening of the church doors for me in welcome. A smiling 
face and cheery voice greeted me and turned an ordinary entrance to a worship experience into a graced 
moment of hospitality. It colored my day with a profound sense of inclusion and welcome. I also was extremely 
impressed when I received the four-color presentation folder about POP from the receptionist. It was 
beautiful!  There are so many ministries to get involved in that I am looking forward to exploring many of them.”    
– Nancy Rosenberry, new POP parishioner

“The gathering of nearly 100 women marked the new faith experience of the L.i.F.T. prayer breakfast that is open to 
all women of the parish. ‘Living in Faith Together’, the key theme of these quarterly events, has provided a special 
time for women to meet, pray, eat, and visit together. With delightful decorations and delicious homemade food, 
the women are inspired by a talk, which is followed by time to reflect and share. Christ is present in the faith sharing 
and the bonds of friendships being formed. It is a beautiful and meaningful time of enrichments and community.”    
- L.i.F.T. Core Team

Through the Community Life Ministry, parishioners and their friends had a chance to spend an August evening with 
John Michael Talbot in concert, who provided the parish with music that inspired and spoke of Christ’s love for us. 
The enchanted evening with this gifted man singing praise and worship uplifted us and blessed us all.

Another time of reflection was Monday evening of Holy Week where parishioners were able to learn about the 
forensics of the Crucifixion and the Shroud of Turin. Viewing relics and examples of the tools of Christ’s time enabled 
us to understand Christ’s human suffering and sacrifice on a deeper level. The Passion of Christ became more real to 
us through the presenter, Chris Knabenshue’s, slide presentation. While very sobering, it prepared us for the depth 
and glory of the Tridiuum.

By Sue Hofmeister, Director, Community Life Ministry
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